
 

 

 

Brussels, 24 April 2020 

 

Dear High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-

President of the Commission for a Stronger Europe in the World,  

Dear European Commissioner for Justice,  

We are writing to you on the occasion of the 31st birthday of Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th 

Panchen Lama of Tibet, which also marks the 25th anniversary of his disappearance.  

Gedhun Choekyi Nyima was recognised as the reincarnation of the 10th Panchen Lama on 14 

May 1995 by His Holiness the Dalai Lama. Three days later, the Chinese government abducted 

him along with his parents. Since then, he has not been seen or heard in public, although it is 

believed he is still alive.  

His enforced disappearance case was registered in 1995 with the UN Working Group on 

Enforced and Involuntary Disappearance. It is one of the oldest continuing cases of enforced 

disappearance in the world. And he is one of the world's longest-serving political prisoners 

and the youngest one at that.   

We would like to remind you that Tibet continues to be rated as the second least free country 

in the world, after Syria. Tibetans say that it is easier to go to heaven than to get a passport 

from the Chinese government. Tibet has now been under iron-fist control of China for over 

six decades. The repressive nature of the rule is best exemplified by the case of the Panchen 

Lama.  

Since recurring human rights abuses from China needs to be addressed, we urge the European 

Commission to call upon the Chinese government to finally ensure freedom of religion and 

belief in Tibet, by freeing Gedhun Choekyi Nyima and his parents immediately without any 

conditions, together with all Tibetan political prisoners.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mikuláš Peksa 

Member of the European Parliament (Greens/EFA) 

President of the Tibet Interest Group  

 

Co-signed by  

1. MEP Alviina Alametsä (Greens/EFA) 

2. MEP Patrick Breyer (Greens/EFA) 

3. MEP Reinhard Bütikofer (Greens/EFA)  

4. MEP Isabel Carvalhais (S&D) 

5. MEP Antoni Comín i Oliveres (N-A) 



 

6. MEP Petra De Sutter (Greens/EFA) 

7. MEP Lucia Ďuriš Nicholsonová (ECR)  

8. MEP Tanja Fajon (S&D) 

9. MEP Raphaël Glucksmann (S&D) 

10. MEP Francisco Guerreiro (Greens/EFA) 

11. MEP José Gusmão (GUE/NGL) 

12. MEP Svenja Hahn (Renew)  

13. MEP Heidi Hautala (Greens/EFA) 

14. MEP Hannes Heide (S&D) 

15. MEP Marcel Kolaja (Greens/EFA)  

16. MEP Miriam Lexmann (EPP) 

17. MEP Aušra Maldeikienė (EPP) 

18. MEP Marisa Matias (GUE/NGL) 

19. MEP Tilly Metz (Greens/EFA)  

20. MEP Javier Nart (Renew) 

21. MEP Clara Ponsatí i Obiols (N-A) 

22. MEP Carles Puigdemont i Casamajó (N-A) 

23. MEP Diana Riba i Giner (Greens/EFA) 

24. MEP Isabel Santos (S&D)  

25. MEP Ivan Štefanec (EPP) 

26. MEP Riho Terras (EPP) 

27. MEP Marie Toussaint (Greens/EFA) 

28. MEP Alexandr Vondra (ECR) 

29. MEP Salima Yenbou (Greens/EFA) 

30. MEP Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP) 

31. MEP Milan Zver (EPP) 

 

 


